
The crowd of spectators 

In one of the darkest eras of American history, an organization known as the Ku Klux Klan terrorized many vulnerable 

Americans with mob violence in the first half of the last century.  African-Americans, Jews and Roman Catholics were 

singled out for persecution by the members, who were determined to oust the groups they despised from society. Their 

identities were mostly unknown. They chose to be anonymous when doing their dirty deeds. But what made this group 

distinctive was their manner of disguise. They dressed in white robes, with hoods covering their faces.. The fear of 

exposure made it necessary to hide from others. 

How often do we intentionally hide in the midst of crowds in order not to be recognized and exposed? Nowadays people 

choose to hide on social media by not revealing their names on the internet.  

Traditionally, on Palm Sunday, the reading of the Passion of Christ from one of the three synoptic gospels, Matthew, 

Mark or Luke is proclaimed during the celebration of the Eucharist. The congregation gathered for the liturgy of the 

Word is requested to participate in the reading by taking the role of the angry mob. 

The mob which stands in judgment of Jesus represents all those who hate and reject him. 

Who are they? 

In that noisy crowd are the religious leaders who mock Jesus and bring the charge of blasphemy against him. Others are 

the Roman soldiers, likely anti-Semitic, who knowing no better, join in the mockery while having to keep the crowd 

under control. 

Virtually all of them are anonymous. Their identities are unknown. 

With loud shouts, the mob persisted in calling for the crucifixion of Christ, and their voices prevailed. 

The words they shout in unison are disturbing, even chilling: 

“Crucify him”, “Away with him, crucify him”. 

“We have no king but Caesar”. 

To emerge from a crowd and stand alone is an act of great courage. Such a person may be verbally abused or subjected 

to some form of violence. 

Perhaps you remember a scene from the film, “The Hunchback of Notre Dame”, which is based on the novel by Victor 

Hugo. A seventeen year old gypsy girl, Esmarelda, emerges alone from a hostile mob to offer the hunchback a cup of 

water after his brutal flogging. The mob disapproved of her act of kindness. She suffered the consequences.  

In the film “Jesus of Nazareth”,   Mary Magdalene raised her voice in defense of Jesus as his political trial ended. An 

enraged Jewish zealot screamed at her, called her a slut, and slapped her in the face. 

In the Evangelist John’s account of the Passion he writes, 

“Then, at last, to satisfy them (the mob), he (Pilate) handed Jesus over to be crucified.”  

Today, in the face of increasing hostility to people of faith, let us stand up and be counted among the friends of Jesus. 

May the Holy Spirit help us overcome our fear of the mob and never fail to speak courageously on behalf of Jesus and 

his church. 


